SO JUST WHO IS THE LAST JEDI? 


Film critic Micah Mertes raises questions that he hopes will be answered in “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.” Soon, we’ll know so much more. Until then, check out 
GO magazine, where you can piece together Matt Haney’s three-page poster. And visit Omnaha.com/StarWars to find a printable version you can color yourself. 
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TAX PACKAGE 


GOP strikes a deal; cuts would come in 718 


Party hopes to have bill 
overhauling tax laws on 
Trumps desk this month 


Republicans reckon with Moore’s 
defeat in Alabama. Page 6A 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Confi- 
dent congressional Republicans 
forged an agreement Wednesday 
on a major overhaul of the nation’s 
tax laws that would provide gener- 
ous tax cuts for corporations and 
the wealthiest Americans and de- 
liver the first major legislative ac- 


complishment to the president. 
Middle- and low-income families 
would get smaller tax cuts, though 
President Donald Trump and GOP 
leaders have billed the package as 
a huge benefit for the middle class. 
The measure would scrap a 
major tax requirement of Barack 


Obama’s Affordable Care Act, a 
step toward the ultimate GOP goal 
of unraveling the law. 

“The cynical voices that op- 
posed tax cuts grow smaller and 
weaker, and the American people 
grow stronger,” Trump said at the 


See Taxes: Page 2 


FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


VOLLEYBALL PIONEERS 


By Dirk CHATELAIN 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Peggy Tilgner always read her 
campus newspaper front to back. 

On Dec. 1, 1967, she got her re- 
ward. Beneath reports on the pres- 
idential race and the Vietnam War, 
the communist movement and the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s 
parking problem, buried on the back 
page in the bottom left corner, Til- 
gner noticed a one-column headline. 
Her eyes lit up. 

Extramural volleyball practice for 
university women will begin at 4:30 
p.m. in the University High School 


50 years ago, NU’ first 
team laid the foundation for 
today’s powerhouse program 


NCAA FINAL FOUR 
Sprint Center, Kansas City, ESPN, today 
Nebraska vs. Penn State, 6 p.m. 
Florida vs. Stanford, 8 p.m. 
More volleyball coverage in Sports 


Above, from left, are Shirley Trout, Jan 
Svoboda, Pam Miller, Peggy Tilgner and 
Karen Stoner. They were members of the 
1967 volleyball team, NU’s first. 


gym for matches with other Nebras- 
ka colleges. For further information 
call Barb Adams at 432-6095. 

“Tm going,” Tilgner thought. 

Fifty years ago this month, for the 
first time, the best volleyball players 
at UNL teamed up for outside com- 
petition. They didn’t have financial 
support. They didn’t have a full-time 
coach. They didn’t even wear red uni- 
forms. But they started something that 
endures tonight when the Huskers 
make their 14th final four appearance. 

The wins and losses of 1967-68 are 
a little fuzzy. Here’s what is clear. 
The first Nebraska team didn’t just 


See Volleyball: Page 4 
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Texting, video 
in the works 
for new state 


911 plan 


By Joe DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Say you walk out 
of a coffee shop just in time to see 
your car leaving the parking lot 
without your permission. 

Think fast, snap a photo with a 
smartphone and eventually the im- 
age might help police recover your 
vehicle and arrest a thief. 

With a next generation 911 sys- 
tem, you could text the photo to an 
emergency dispatcher, who in turn 
could transmit it to the police offi- 
cer responding to the call. 

State 911 Director David San- 
key updated Nebraska lawmak- 
ers Wednesday on a plan to start 
implementing a statewide next 
generation 911 system in 2019. 
The system will cost an estimated 
$6.5 million annually and be paid 
for using an existing monthly sur- 
charge on wireless phones. 

“Our goal is to provide 911 
service to all of our citizens and 
all those individuals traveling 


See 911: Page 2 


Shooter gets 
life in prison 
for ‘callous and 
evil’ slaying 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


D’Angelo Branch wasn’t expect- 
ed to live past his first birthday. 

Doctors braced Branch’s fami- 
ly for that possibility after he was 
born with hydrocephalus — water 
on the brain. 

But the 28-year-old Omaha man, 
who had the mental capacity of 
a 13-year-old, lived a productive 
life — an ever-present figure in 
his community. He walked — or 
rode his mountain bike — every- 
where in northeast Omaha. Tons 
of pastors — and numerous elder- 
ly people — knew him as someone 
willing to walk a dog, carry in gro- 
ceries or cut the grass. 

Then, in the early morning 
hours of Jan. 11, Branch was walk- 
ing home from a girlfriend’s house 
to his mother’s house near 36th 
Street and Laurel Avenue. 

Cruising the neighborhood was 


See Stelly: Page 2 


Omaha.com/goodfellows 


Donations to date: $304,959.20 
Read today’s story in Midlands 


Ethical dilemmas at work 


Business leaders recount some of 
their tough choices. Money 


‘How did this happen?” 


Questions linger after fatal fire on an 
lowa school bus. Midlands 


Omaha forecast 


High: 41 Low: 23 
Snow possible 
Details: 6B 
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